Acute anxiety reduces behavioral and electrophysiological measures of
semantic processing during memory formation
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2. Recall patterns for words learned in a stressful
context will show less semantic clustering vs. a
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ERP Results
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* Overall, these results provide evidence that stressful learning contexts reduce
spontaneous use of semantic encoding strategies, consistent with models of acute stress
that emphasize impairments to controlled processes*

* N = 56,42 F ages 18 - 25

e 2 study blocks of 48 neutral nouns taken evenly
from four taxonomic categories
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